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Two Circles 

 

Certain actions pertain exclusively to the individual (fall into one circle), and no passage authorizes the church to do them.  
Other actions pertain exclusively to the church (belong in another circle), and no Bible passage authorizes the individual to do them. 
(In many cases in the acts listed below, other passages can be cited, but the ones that appear here are enough to establish the distinction.)  
The Bible authorizes both the individual and the church to do certain spiritual activities, so the two circles overlap.  
When  we  imagine that there  is only one circle  (that is, that the    church has a right to do all the activities of the individual and that the  

individual  or  the  home has a right  to do all of the works of    the church), we err, having left the Bible pattern.  

Eat – 1 Cor. 11:22, 34; Acts 2:46 
Work – 2 Thess. 3:10-12 
Get Married – 1 Cor. 7:1-2 
Have and Raise Children  

– 1 Tim. 2:15; Eph. 6:4 
Spend Money As You Wish 

– Acts 5:4 
Practice Benevolence ... 

to non-Christians – Gal. 6:10; 
James 1:26-27 

to any widow – 1 Tim. 5:16  

Take the Lord’s Supper –  
Acts 20:7 “disciples came together”; 
1 Cor. 11:17, 34 “come together”;  

:18 “come together as a church”;  
:20, 33 “come together to eat” 

(Compare 1 Cor. 14:23, 26, 28, 34, 35) 
Contribute to the Treasury –  

1 Cor. 16:1-2 

Works of the 
Individual 

Works of the 
Church Preach 

Individual – Acts 8:4 
Church – Acts 20:7  

 Sing Hymns 
Ind. – James 5:13 
Ch. – Eph. 5:19;  

Col. 3:16 
 

Pray 
Ind. – James 5:13 
Ch. – 1 Tim. 2:8 

 Discipline 
Individual – 1 Cor. 5:3; Church – 1 Cor. 5:4-5 

Practice Benevolence ... 
toward needy saints  

Individual – Gal. 6:10 
Church – Acts 11:27-30;  

Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 8 – 9 
and toward “widows indeed”  

Individual – Gal. 6:10 
Church – 1 Tim. 5:3-16 

Two passages prove that the church CANNOT do everything the individual does. They relate to supporting widows and eating together: 
1 Tim. 5:16 (“Let not the church be burdened.”) 1 Cor. 11:22-34 (“Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God?... 
33 ... When you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment.”) 


